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English 10 (Composition & New Media) 

COURSE OUTLINE

Overview
English 10 is a combination of Composition and New Media. Upon successful completion of this course, you will earn credits for both branches and satisfy the English 10 requirement. Note that there are two sections for this course. This means that there are Units 1-5 for Composition, with a final exam and Units 1-5 for New Media, with a final exam. 
Composition 10 is a program of studies designed to develop students’ abilities to express ideas, perspectives, and experiences through purposeful and engaging writing. Composition 10 recognizes that effective communication requires creativity, clarity, and an understanding of audience, purpose, and voice. 
New Media 10 is a program of studies designed to reflect the changing role of technology in today’s society and the increasing importance of digital media in communicating and exchanging ideas. New Media 10 recognizes that digital literacy is an essential characteristic of the educated citizen.
Prerequisites: 
English 9 or English Language Arts 9 

Units: 
English 10 is organized into five units per course section:
1. Thinking
2. Communication 
3. Personal and Cultural Identity
4. Personal and Social Responsibility
5. Independent Novel Study 
**Each unit should take approximately 8 weeks. 
Course Materials
No textbook is required.  Course content is delivered on our D2L/Brightspace platform through videos, online links, and associated course content. All students will need to find their own novel for the Independent Novel Study.

Curriculum Details

Big Ideas
There are a number of big ideas identified in the curriculum for this course. Here are the ones that we'll spend the most time exploring:
· The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex ideas about identity, others, and the world. 
· Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 
· Language shapes ideas and influences others. 
· Engagement with writing processes can support creativity and enhance clarity of expression
· People understand texts differently depending on their world views and perspectives.
· Digital citizens have rights and responsibilities in an increasingly globalized society. 
Curricular Competencies:
Comprehend and Connect - These are the competencies connected to reading, viewing, and listening. Students will explore text in a variety of forms and genres and will be encouraged to think critically, creatively, and reflectively to explore ideas within and between texts.

Create and Communicate - These are the competencies connected to crafting, revising, and polishing original texts. Students will write in a variety of genres, structures, and forms, and will be encouraged to take risks and become ever more precise and intentional in their use of language.

Assessment
Assessment is the systematic gathering of information about what students know, understand, and are able to do in relation to the curricular competencies and content for this course. For English 10, students’ grades will be determined by the assessments under each of the core competencies (units). Your assignments and assessments will be weighed as follows:
· Thinking (Composition Unit 1 AND New Media Unit 1)  – 22%
· Communication (Composition Unit 2 AND New Media Unit 2) – 22%
· Personal & Cultural Identity (Composition Unit 3 AND New Media Unit 3) – 22%
· Personal & Social Responsibility (Composition Unit 4 AND New Media Unit 4) – 22%
· Novel Study (Composition Unit 5 AND New Media Unit 5) – 10%
· Final exam (Composition AND New Media) – 2%
**Assignments are weighted based on points (provided within each assignment). 
Reporting

Progress Reports
Progress Reports are sent to both students and parents through the D2L website.  These reports are sent via email and are based on information provided on course introduction forms. Please make sure your D2L profile is up to date with this information. 

Report Cards
These will be issued for the Fall term in November, March and June.  For Spring/Summer only a final report card is issued in August. 

These reports are available for Delta School District students on student and parent connect.  For those not attending one of our high schools. Please call our Continuing Education office 604-940-5550 to receive a copy.

**Only students who have done the activation assignment will be able to view subsequent material for the course. This is one of the unique features of D2L. 

What does this mean? Even if you are getting progress reports you are not considered an active (official student) until you have completed the activation assignment.  

Course reports are based on only what has been submitted for the Fall until April 1st and for the Spring/Summer until July 15th.  At this time, all missing assignments will count in grade calculations; this gives students a realistic picture of current course standings. 

It is important when viewing report cards and progress reports up until this point that the amount of the course completed is taken into consideration. (ie. 90% standing in a course that is only 10% complete is very different than 90% in a course that is 80% complete).

Plagiarism

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty
Plagiarism is the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of another author and the representation of them as one’s own original work, as by not crediting the author (Dictionary.com) http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/plagiarism

Plagiarism can be done either intentionally or accidentally. Regardless, it is an academic offense with varying consequences – from a mark of zero for work submitted to expulsion from the course and/or online program. Plagiarism takes various forms: copying another’s work, not citing another’s original work, cutting and pasting from the internet and claiming the work as your own, allowing other students to copy and submit your work as their own, and so on. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to be aware of the rules around using and citing other people’s work.

Many excellent websites exist that can help answer questions about plagiarism. Here are a few examples:

http://www.plagiarism.org/
http://www.grammarly.com/
http://www.englishclub.com/writing/plagiarism.htm
http://australianhelp.com/plagiarism

If you are uncertain as to whether you may be plagiarizing someone’s work, check with your teacher or consult the many websites that outline the rules.

If a student is found to have submitted plagiarized work, the Delta Access teacher will notify both the student and Delta Access administration to document the violation and to determine further consequences. Repeated occurrences of plagiarism will likely result in a final mark of “Failure” in the specific online course.

Please note that as of September 2026, ALL assignments must be submitted via Google Docs (with editing permissions enabled to instructors can see document history). 

Contacting your teacher
Ms. Taffinder is available to answer your questions and help you if you have any difficulties.  Please email me at staffinder@deltalearns.ca and I will get back to you within 24 hours. Constant communication with your teacher is key to success in a DL course. Please email for help whenever necessary. Other course information can be found at Ms. Taffinder’s Delta Access website:

https://sites.google.com/deltalearns.ca/ms-taffinder-delta-access/home 

There will also be office hours on Tuesdays from 8:00-8:30pm and Wednesdays from 3:00-3:30pm. You can join these meetings through Google Meets; the link is on my website. 

When you email me, please tell me your legal name, course title and level, eg. Shayna Taffinder, English 10. 

If you have any concerns that cannot be addressed by your teacher, please contact Delta Access directly – deltaaccess@deltasd.bc.ca or call 604-599-6398.

Frequently asked questions: https://www.deltaaccess.ca/faq/ 
Booking a test: https://www.deltaaccess.ca/book-a-test/ 
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